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What Is Necessary

The poet Mary Oliver died in January. I thought again of the famous closing lines
of her poem “The Summer Day.” It is a line that I think of often when I think
about students at Douglas: “Tell me, what is it you plan to do with your one wild
and precious life?” I texted it to my mother, who had handed me the poem as I
set off for college.
Critics say that poetry must be complex and profound and that any poet who
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speaks plainly in accessible language isn’t to be taken seriously. In an interview
publishes the Digest four
with NPR, Oliver said that “poetry, to be understood, must be clear. It mustn’t
times each school year.
be fancy.”
We welcome ideas and
Oliver, in her plain and accessible style, won the Pulitzer Prize in 1984 and the
feedback! Email
National Book Award in 1994. She wrote 15 books of poetry and essays, and in
jillhmaxwell@gmail.com
2007 the New York Times described her as “far and away, this country’s
best-selling poet.” Critics and the public do not
always agree.
From the PTO
Oliver was a minimalist. She wrote, “I always feel that
The halls of Douglas have been hoppin’! From an allwhatever isn’t necessary should not be in the poem.”
school pajama day in January to the start of the March
Reading Challenge, our school continues to fill the kids For many of us, her poems speak about what is necessary in life. If you have never read Mary Oliver’s poetry,
with joy and wonder—something that many potential
it’s time you did. If you know her poetry, it’s time to
kindergarten families remarked upon with smiles and
appreciation at tour time. If only they could see this list read it again. Here are a few stanzas to help us all
think about what is necessary. I hope that they help
of exciting things to come!
clear the way for you.
In just a couple of days, the Douglas Social & Auction
From “Sometimes,” instructions for living a life:
will erupt at the Thoreau Club! This year’s March
Madness-themed event takes place Saturday, March 9. Pay attention.
We’ll have a lot of fun while supporting our PTO. See
Be astonished.
page 2 for more information.
Tell about it.
Of course, it’s not just the parents who get to have all
From “Let’s Go About This Slowly,” her elegy to her
the fun. Our annual talent shows begin this month
partner:
with grades 4-6 up first on March 28. The cafeteria will
I did think, let’s go about this slowly.
be host to an array of performances including everyThis is important. This should take
thing from piano playing, singing, acting, and magic
some really deep thought.
acts. This year, all sign-ups will be online at
We should take
bit.ly/Douglas2019TalentShow. The deadline to
small thoughtful steps.
register is March 22. Please contact Jakki Eckmann
But, bless us, we didn’t.
(talentshow@douglasschoolpto.org) with questions.
From “When Death Comes”
At our April 25 PTO meeting we will present our
proposed budget for next year, as well as our nominees I want to say all my life
for next year’s PTO board of directors. We hope you’ll
I was a bride married to amazement.
come to share your thoughts. And if you’re interested in I was the bridegroom, taking the world into my arms.
getting more involved, please drop us a line. We have
…I don’t want to wonder
many roles that are just begging for your expertise.
if I have made of my life something particular, and real.
Thanks, and see you there!
I don’t want to find myself sighing and frightened,
or full of argument.
Amber Harvey and Kaarin Jeanson
I don’t want to end up simply having visited this world.
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Dates to Remember
Thursday, March 7
AB School Committee Meeting, 7pm
Saturday, March 9
Spring Social & Auction, 6:30pm,
Thoreau Club
Thursday, March 21
AB School Committee Meeting, 7pm
Thursday, March 28
Talent Show, Grades 4–6, 9:30 am
Saturday, March 30
Festival of Cultures, 2–4pm
April 1, 2, 29, & 30
MCAS Grades 3-6
Thursday, April 11
AB School Committee Meeting, 7pm
Monday, April 15–Friday, April 19
April Vacation; NO SCHOOL
Thursday, April 25
General PTO Meeting with budget
presentation, 7:30pm
Saturday, April 27–Sunday, April 28
PTO Spring Cleanup
Saturday: 9am–12pm
Sunday: 1pm–4pm
Thursday, May 2
Douglas Fun Run
Friday, May 3
AB Community Service Day
Monday, May 6–Tuesday, May 7
MCAS Grade 5
Tuesday, May 21
Talent Show Grades K-3, 9:15am
Friday, May 22
Progress reports available on
PowerSchool at 2:30pm

Festival of Cultures: Now at Douglas School!
The Akiko Sensei Festival of Cultures will be organized at Douglas for
the Douglas community to celebrate our rich cultural diversity. This
year’s festival will be held Saturday, March 30, 2-4pm.
Families and kids volunteer to host a table featuring a part of their
culture and traditions—or of culture they have learned about. All kids
are invited to pick up a Douglas “passport” at the event and get it
“stamped” at every table when they find the scavenger hunt items!
Kids will perform dances, martial arts, and music from around the
world on the stage. Visitors can wear traditional attire if desired. It’s a
great way to learn more about our different cultures and customs and connect with
families in our community.
There will be no full potluck this year, but visitors and/or ambassadors are welcome to
bring finger foods or desserts to share.
There is no fixed entrance fee; instead we will ask for a voluntary donation only (to cover
the costs of the event). See you there!

Gracias! Danke schoen! ありがとう! Merci! ! תודהGrazie! Thank you!
To all of our volunteers who have made so many things possible, we say thank you from the
bottom of our hearts! Sending gratitude to:
Jackie Karess, Meredith Frost, Jyoti Nagarkar, Megan Kivela, and Beth Spazek for
overseeing and running the Eagle’s Nest school store.
Pei-Chen Lai for the festive birthday board each month.
Jennifer Spandano-Gasbarro for coordinating another successful Scholastic Book Fair.
Melissa Callaghan, Ashley Cook, Susan Giulietti, Michelle Kenney, Jill Maxwell,
Caitlin Ryan, and Narci Woods for helping with the Kindergarten tours.
Nancy Stillman, Judith Andrade, and the team of parent volunteers who made the
winter nature walks a success!

Save These Special Dates!
Thursday, May 2
Douglas Fun Run
Thursday, June 6
Douglas Day

Snack Cart Donations
Fresh popcorn is available for purchase
on the first and third Thursday of each
month. (No donated materials are
needed for the fresh popcorn, but we
still need other snack items donated on
those days.)
March 7: 4
March 14: 5, K
March 21: 3
March 28: 2, 6
April 4: 4
April 11: 1, 5
April 18: No School
April 25: K, 3
May 2: 6
May 9: 2, 5
May 16: 1
May 23: 4, K
May 30: 2, 3
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Douglas Social & Auction—It’s a Slam Dunk!
Join us at the 20th Annual Douglas Spring Social and Auction on March 9 at the Thoreau Club
in Concord! Grab your friends for a fun and interactive night out featuring games, tasty
concessions, music, prizes, and amazing auction items. It's time to CELEBRATE DOUGLAS!
Advanced ticket purchase required (www.douglasschoolauction.com).
Doors open at 6:30pm with time to browse and bid on more than 70 silent auction items
including unique class projects created by our very own Douglas artists, several overnight
excursions, museum passes, one-of-a-kind art, theater tickets, car racing, restaurant
packages, and autographed sports memorabilia too!
Check out the new live auction items (www.douglasschoolauction.com), including a golf trip
for four to Myrtle Beach, the always-popular Principal for the Day, and much more! Gather
your friends and make a plan to share an adventure!
Attire is casual and fun, so no costumes are needed. If you’re feeling it, add to the madness
and show your team spirit with Douglas Spirit Wear or your favorite March Madness team!
We look forward to cheering for Douglas with you! If you have any questions, email us at
auction@douglasschoolpto.org.

